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THE INSIDER

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES HOT: June saw the sccond- Iug:ad mmbu
ever of resales of single-family homes in Miami, 1,346
homes, trailing only 2015, when 1,390 were sold, the
Minmi Association ofRealtc i Prices
afthose homes jumped 6.3%, from $3 1 5,00010 $335,000,
as prices of single-family home resales have risen for
67 consecutive months here, the association said. The
maedian number of days between listing a single-family
home and a contract was 48 days, up from 47 last year,

By Canmess Lacknem

The Miami-Dade Expressway
| Authority (MDX) has proposed &
| pilot project that would run buses
'un the inside shoulders of state
| roads 836 and 874, and it could be

| ished inthe upcoming fiscal
“Buyer demand and impending interest mte hikes are | W"’I Fe x

fucling purchases as buycrs want to gt scitled in thejr Cheistopher Zoller | year, smidd Jarvier Rotingrez, MOX
new Miami homes before the school year begins,” said Imd"m

Christopher Zoller of EWM, chairman of the association’s board. The public-privaie partnership
NEW BEGINNINGS IN NEW CITIES: Charles Scurr, cxec di | o -

tor of the Ciliscns Independent Trsportation Trust, | like Uber and LyfL, that riders coubd
informed Anna Lightfoot Ward, trust chair, carlier this | hail with their phoncs to be taken
month that be intends 1o retire Feb, 5, 2018, 1 has been | to park-and-ride terminals like the

| mew facility being built near the

my distinct honor and privilege to serve with you,” his
| Dolphin Mall, Mr. Rodriguez wld

Ietter said.

Expressway authority can run pilot
buses on 836 and 874 in fiscal year

‘“{' are very mudr
invested in providing

together and | am cenain that the Trust will be equal to | membersofthecounty's Trnsporta-  [ranspartation choices to
ahead.” Last week, it was that | tion Planni ization, or TPO,  fhe . ¥
Bobbie Tharra, exccutive direcior of Miumi Homes | on July 20. i
for All and Mr. Scurr’s wifee, will retire in January. The On June 22, the planni Shelly Smith Fano
has three sons who live in Atlanta and Nashville, Charles Seurr nizaton had \he ;4‘30';5;
and they will be splitting their time between the two ons o six. oo
cities, Mr. Seurr said last week. consider adogting = N . .
CONTAMINATION NOTICE: County commissioners last weck gave | "‘"” kel i L“;‘&fr;: ﬁm“'"’“‘";mp“”“{' m""‘%‘ %
notice of ) vied
anyone iwunwn\uml |'ITD|'H1:IS- The Ieg:ﬂlllnu. lrfpus-ed would llm tbﬂ&?ﬂm 30 days, and | ,[mm,w we can provide
m“ 1 m-. L\n‘mll)n ibinnd iceabout | Gon’t have all the answers,” Mr. a shuttle service on our highways,”
Myink isi idents b | Rodn told the group. “Today Mr. Rodrguer said. “We've spo-
of contaminants where they live of in the surrounding arca, the ordinance | l‘mimmrnmmrww we ke o FIU and to the on-demand
states. Miami-Dade’s G | | eando. 1 I services that could use the facility.
wﬂwlmﬂmnn'kmiz.ﬂemm. icrrmticlencl wchnmdmmﬂl:ﬁmhmam We want 1o attract the choice nider,
apPmatter=171854& file true & yearFolder~ Y2017 | on the proposed service we wantto  the person who drives a vehicle.”

RICKENBACKER RATING RISING: The countys credit rating on | Put out there.

Rickenbacker Causeway boads was recently upgraded by Fitch from BBE | “The reason wie can address this
to BBB+ and by Standard & Poor's from BBB+ 1o A-, with both rating | is that wealready had, in our master
agencies maintaining a “Stable” Outlook. Such ratings changes are likely | plan aninside lane dedicated forex-
to mean lower intcrest costs o the county going forwand, | pressbusorrapid transit service,”he
RESILIENCY A TARGET: Onc Community Onc Goal, the Beacon | said. “We looked at moving people,

The highways would function
as trunk lincs, he said “These
have to be long-haul trips, having
multiple stops would defeat the
purpose,” Potential trips could
be from Kendall to Miami Inter-

oo, In:sald.(hsucllmdsﬂ the
wndmsulmdymmfwhmw
ride in the shoulders, he said.

Stations would provide “a pre-
mium experience” with air condi-
tioning, level boarding platforms
and buses that look h'luc trains, he
said. “We will model this as we do
mostof the services at MDX, which
isina public-private amangement,”
M. Rodrigues said. “We will define
the service we want and then we will
letthe private sector tell us how they
would do it. When you start getting
too prescriptive,” he said, projects

«can be limited.

“I'm here to respond to your
resolution,” he tokd the board. “We
are going to take over rapid transit
service on the cast-west cormidor.™

“The goal is to get to that level,”
said Esteban Bovo Jr., chair of both
the TPO and county commission.
“You guys know how | fieel about
bases, but | know where we need
1o get to,”

“Thank you for coming up with
a very ambitious plan that takes
thee bull by the homs,™ said Danicla
Levine Cava, county commissioner
and TPO member.

“I'm glad the bus rapid transit
i moving forward,” said Dennis
Moss, county commissioncr and
TPO member. “1 like this plan.
We can make good things happen
for this community. If we stay

together, we can get these plans
accomplished ™

Council-led effort to target seven key industries to add | because we simply can’t accom-  national Airport or from Dol to

high-paying jobs, will focus more on resiliency in the 'nxllumwlcudnwmb-luw downtown, he added. “We are very much invested in
year ahead, Penny Shaler, co-chair of the drive and | th gl all Thi harity would idi choices
market president for South Florida of Florida Bhue, told | latethedemand so _sturly demand for tips bef o e ity” Shelly Smith
a celebration of the first five years of its sccond ncar- e 1o " ing up with -~ el yplan, Fano, MDX kﬂddlll’ told the
rmm]m weck, ﬂtmmmly E‘“‘“,;‘“;‘,‘;‘::o;‘: = | MDX has already spent $50mil- - which it would present to the TPO,  TPO board. “Since I've been on
ﬁ]ﬂpmplemrhngﬂnﬂw-yﬂlmhbﬂlmlllwh - | lion to prepare the shoulders and  he added. *“We feel that, while the  the board, we've partnered with the
Tehad, beime: the tiew focs on resiliency. "Whatare we g Rl | widen bridges to make way for the  PD&E is going on, this can build  state and the county to bring in over
in the future? That's the most important thing,” she said. Ponmy Stafter |Ilﬂ!m=| lanes, he said. The bus ridaﬂ:ipllmgﬁ!ismr'dul." ﬂbllllunmnﬁmwwcptqm
The big wa that the would | service isapilot project becausc,as Assuming the south

i k. Th Maria Alonse, newly named CEO | is happening in all of the SMART simursmkmdxsohwm hbmunwmmum."

of the United w-y here, and Carlos Giménez, Miami-Dade County mayor. |

EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT?: Past co-chairs of the One Community
Ome Goal organization joined in Gl
recounting its achicvements last
week as the organtzation vowed to
continge its efforts w bring more
high-level jobs here. Art Torme,

By Canmine Lacxras

senior vice president intemational After a years-long battle, Coral
and cargo of American Airlines, told | Gables on July 20 won a seat on
the crowd that he had just moved | the Transportation Planming Org-
back o Miami from Texas, the P = lllvnhon('['l‘()),lhcymrpdm'yal

Meison Lazro

third time he has been based here, w:lh cstablishing transportation

and “1 wild my wife | will never m.g for the Wﬂ}‘ Though it
move again.” Bul he was bested by past co-chair Nelson Laze, the Beacon | hadnm“-'-' g ’“h“&

mudez, Doral mayor, to laughter
from the rest of the board.

“I'll make this shor,” Mr. Ber-
mudcz said “We thank you, and
we're willing to stand.”

“We'neextremely humbled, " said
Vince Lago, Coral Gables commis-
sioner. “1t% been a long haul, but

Councils chair-clect and the CEO of Doctors Hospital, who said, “1ve left | Ii;sl- Dol al

wC

this town four tmes, 1've come back four times. I'm nol making that up,” board

Do the two of them count as Miami banging in soven senior executives? | Tl'u:TI’UI g:ﬁcl"l"gra "d::
COMMITTED TO SERVICE: At the Airports Council Conference this | Jo.. Pepe” Diaz, county commis-
week, Emilie Gonzilez, director and CEO of Miami International Airport, | mmmumnbu o change
joked about the airport’s struggle (o keep everyone happy: \\".hmpemlc

aakmchwilElkquly]nh,llcllﬁmlwgvllolwcpllwmlw,]ﬂmlly|. and's yRpossiiin, & o st
106 air ythee- | R Lo 3Ll ik
Ietier agency in the federal government happy — | fail bly on a daily | x Palicy

from the crowd. “Hut it does make for a lot of fun.” | Commitiee. .
Rebeca Sosa, county commis-
| sioner and TPO member, had also

bhasis,” drawing laughs
HEAR ABOUT PROPERTY TAXES: County commissioners last week |
agreed 1o hold a public budget hearing about proposed property taoes at 5:01 |
pum. Sepl. 7 in the Stephen P. Clark Centes, 111 NW First St Jose “Pepe™ Diag | b3cked the inclusion of the two
uindlhilhcmn;bcafhllbwlhylouﬂnmmmﬂ'n |t|lm_11|c|:mm?ollcy(hm—
Deails: Mo 20074171795 pelf | mittee “amended the item because
i Month in M we wanted to make sure we were

CONSERVE WATER: i S “"“"’" onh i Miaai Do, which | i, and that both tho City of Doral
qvmgqnuuwﬂlmmmrmmgwwm,mm | and the City of Coral Gables, who
Homecowners can qualify for up to $500 in rebates if they agn | havequalifi the TPO,
dﬂmhmmmnﬂlmdﬁmw landscape | Il\.mchll.hl. Ms, Sosa said,

tion rebate program, | are free. Details: (786) 552-8974. | “1don’tknow iFwe have enough
CORRECTION: An article on P paper | dﬂlﬂlﬂnthﬂ:ﬂmhl‘[im
notes in the July 20 issue should h notes | we'll work it out” said Esteban
are to be repaid from Seaport revenues as the primary source. The county’s | | Bovo Jr., chair of the TPO and the
non-nd valorem revenoes are o sccondary source of repayment. | county commission.

CLARIFICATDH ic) bond refunding July istakenly | “Mayor, any before

'smmeeol‘

bers of this TPO.™

“We've wanled to be part of the
MPO|the TPO s previous mame] for
alongtime,” said James Cason, for-
mer Coral Gables mayor, in 2015,
Suspecting that the population had
grown since the 2010 consus, the
city paid the US Census Depart-
ment thisyear o conduct an interim

‘Gables, Doral get voice in transit plans

entrances,” Mr, Cason said during
the city's campaign for 2 seal.

The city’s police department
found that about 90% of drivers
who were mvolved in accidents
were from outside Coral Gables,
Mr, Cason added.
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every 10 years. It was de
topped the 50,000 mark, the requine-
ment for a seat on the TPO.

But Miami-Dade County said it
wanted a full special census, also
called an inter-decennial census,
that would cost more than $1 mil-
lion to conduct and take nine
10 months, said Craig Leen, Coral
Gables city attomey, at that time.

‘Onereason the city wants agreat-
of voice in transportation matters is

bonds used f ion. They arc simply | we vole ummmm:s!y in your
re-paymgald'bomslosh:eve interest nwm favor?™ he asked Juan Carlos Ber-

that has o po through
the Gables 1o get o somewhere
else. We did a count - we have 189

http://www.miamitodayepaper.com/app.php?Relld=6.2.2.5
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