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No way out: For drivers caught in
gridlock, little relief down the road
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Veteran Miami-Dade urban planner Subrata Basu, a longtime advocate of smart growth, retired and went
to Belize for three years with the Peace Corps, then got a heck of a shock when he settled back home last
August.

The traffic! As if it hadn’t been bad enough when he left for Central America, it now seemed 10 times

Vehicles come to a standstill on I-95 northbound between the Northwest 135rd Street and 151st Street exits during
rush hour. | CARL JUSTE - MIAMI HERALD STAFF

FULL MENU

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B-sMHDCpvVcaBPdjZfKuhgrgOvoyuzgYAAAAQASDuvoAYOABYzvH_0_MBYMnusIfco8QQsgETd3d3Lm1pYW1paGVyYWxkLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubWlhbWloZXJhbGQuY29tL25ld3MvdHJhZmZpYy9hcnRpY2xlMjEyMjQ4NDEuaHRtbJgCtELAAgLgAgDqAicvNzY3NS9NSUEuc2l0ZV9taWFtaWhlcmFsZC9OZXdzL1RyYWZmaWP4AoPSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBOAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gi7JIAqCwdTXX4gclIITC-r&sig=AOD64_1fkLen4_Mzh_Y9KIuXpY6m14wzGg&client=ca-pub-8399569643947767&adurl=http://addisonkids2.tru-m.com/
http://www.miamiherald.com/weather
http://www.miamiherald.com/weather
http://www.miamiherald.com/weather
http://www.miamiherald.com/weather
http://www.miamiherald.com/weather
http://www.miamiherald.com/plus
http://www.miamiherald.com/plus
http://www.miamiherald.com/
http://www.miamiherald.com/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/#navlink=navbar
http://www.miamiherald.com/sports/#navlink=navbar
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/#navlink=navbar
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/real-estate-news/#navlink=navbar
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/traffic/
mailto:?subject=No+way+out%3a+For+drivers+caught+in+gridlock%2c+little+relief+down+the+road&body=http%3a%2f%2fwww.miamiherald.com%2fnews%2ftraffic%2farticle21224841.html


No way out: For drivers caught in gridlock, little relief down the road | Miami Herald Miami Herald

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/traffic/article21224841.html#storylink=rss[6/3/2015 12:24:06 PM]

worse. Basu, 70, began working at a non-profit in North Miami Beach for a small stipend, but the 90-
minute rush-hour drive each way from his home in South Miami was brutal. So he quit.

“It was too much,” Basu said, lamenting a local transportation
landscape that gives people few good alternatives to the car. “Even
if you want to do something about it, what can you do?”

The traffic! Everywhere you go in Miami-Dade County, at nearly
any time of the day, you run into it. Wherever people get together --
at work, in school, at a party or poolside on South Beach -- it’s
sometimes all anyone can talk about. Slow, exasperating, often
backed up for no apparent reason, Miami-Dade’s streets, roads
and highways are so clogged with cars and trucks that any
happenstance — a downpour, road repairs, a fender-bender — can
turn a commute into a nightmare or the most routine of errands into
a white-knuckle stress test.

Anyone who has lived in Miami-Dade more than a few years can
tell the stock-in-trade anecdote: It used to take 20 minutes to drive
from home to work. Now? It can take 35 or 40 — or who knows?

For many, the sheer unpredictability and the sense of impotence is
the worst part of it. It used to be rush hour was dependably bad,
but other times were clear sailing. Now there’s no telling how long a
car trip will take, be it mid-morning or mid-afternoon or even in the
evening. Doral to downtown Miami? Could be 20 minutes, could be 45. Heading back? Might take 90.

The northbound Palmetto Expressway
during the morning traffic commute
near the 836 interchange. | C.M.
GUERRERO / EL NUEVO HERALD
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“Everybody says that to me,” said Nancy Lee, who writes for the Eye on Miami blog. “They know the
numbers to the minute. That’s how they quantify traffic. They used to be resigned, but it’s gotten to be too
much time out of their lives. It’s unacceptable.

“My husband, all he talks about when we’re in traffic is traffic, and how crazy the drivers are. I just can’t
stand it any more.”
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You’re not imagining it. Studies of congestion in Miami-Dade show it’s been getting steadily worse,
especially since the end of the Great Recession. The population is growing, more people are working,
tourists are flocking all over and developers in resurgent neighborhoods in and around downtown Miami,
Brickell and Miami Beach are building like mad. They’re not just bringing in thousands more people, along
with their cars, to narrow urban streets that couldn’t handle the traffic before; they’re also exacerbating
bottlenecks as they close lanes and streets to replace old sewer and water lines or accommodate multi-
block mega-projects. And there’s much more of that to come.

Though highways in Broward County can get backed up at peak times, congestion in Miami-Dade area is
consistenly rated among the very worst in the nation and has become a hot-button political issue, with
elected leaders for the first time in years issuing calls for transit expansion. Some have even questioned
the spending of hundreds of millions of dollars on road projects, like the seemingly unending reconstruction
of the Palmetto and Dolphin expressway interchange, instead of on mass-transit alternatives that could
broaden transportation options.

NO RELIEF

But don’t look for real relief anytime soon.

Planners and experts say traffic congestion is likely with us for good. Take the staggering cost of both road
and rail-transit construction, operations and maintenance at a time when transportation funding is severely
strained, add the simple lack of room for highway expansion, and it means long-suffering Miamians won’t
soon see much beyond limited extensions to toll expressways and tech tweaks that squeeze more capacity
out of existing roads. Those include the toll lanes the Florida Department of Transportation is installing on
all its interstate highways at a cost of billions, and, possibly, intelligent traffic signals now being tested that
can react to real-time congestion to reduce backlogs at major intersections.

A $400 million reconstruction of the Dolphin/State Road 836 east of the Red Road exit that’s about to get

Miami-Dade Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. shares his
daily commute

Miami-Dade Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. shares his daily commute, from Hialeah to downtown Miami.
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underway will squeeze in an extra lane each way, but otherwise forget about adding lanes or widening
highways. Even if it were feasible, experts say, it doesn’t work. More lanes only invite more driving — and
quickly reach saturation again.

“The latent demand on 836 is so great, I could put in eight lanes in each direction and they would fill up,”
said Miami-Dade Expressway Authority (MDX) executive director Javier Rodriguez. “But is it the right thing
to do? How do you get rid of congestion? You don’t. You manage it.”

To meet the expected needs of Miami’s motorists over the next few years, MDX would require about $6
billion, Rodriguez said. Thanks to a controversial expansion of tolling on the Dolphin and Airport
expressways, he said, the independent public agency will have around $900 million, enough for the 836
project and short extensions of the Gratigny and Shula expressways. That’s not enough to build its most
ambitious, and likely controversial, idea, now being studied: extending 836 south to West Kendall along the
county’s Urban Development Boundary.

Miamians hoping for alternative means of transportation, in particular rail transit, should not get their hopes
up substantially, either.

Miami-Dade’s transit agency is about to place its big bet for the future on premium bus service, including
three express bus routes that will begin running around 2017 on the Dolphin Expressway.

If studies pan out, the agency will also introduce Bus Rapid Transit: buses that act like trains, running in
dedicated lanes and stopping at raised mini-stations for fast boarding, but at a small fraction of the cost of
rail. The BRTs, which can carry more passengers than rail if run frequently enough, could operate
someday soon along Flagler Street, Kendall Drive and Northwest 27th Avenue, all corridors once slated for
Metrorail lines.

But there is no serious talk of Metrorail expansion, although Miami-Dade commissioners have asked the
county’s transportation planners to look at piggybacking on the privately owned CSX freight-train line that
runs along the Dolphin. A revived, $532 million plan to build a light-rail link between Miami and Miami
Beach, meanwhile, faces an steep uphill path to fruition; assuming it proves viable, it would be a decade
away. It’s a similar story with the so-called Tri-Rail Coastal Link, which supplement the existing line by
adding service on the FEC tracks to the east.

COST OF SUCCESS

How did we come to this pass?

Traffic congestion is a deep cut from a double-edged sword: It means people want to be here, the local
economy is expanding, investors are pumping in money, and Greater Miami is thriving like never before.

“There’s nothing sadder than a city where there is no congestion and all the roads are A-rated,” said David
Henderson, the bicycle and pedestrian planner for the Miami-Dade Metropolitan Planning Organization,
the agency in charge of overall transportation planning for the county. “That’s a place that’s been
bypassed. There are a lot of issues with congestion. But it also means something positive.”
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Yet it’s also as though an instant 21st Century global metropolis is being superimposed on a town that,
transportation-wise, was nowhere near ready for it. And there are untold costs: to business, to family, to
the climate, to health and to nervous systems, experts say.

That’s the result, critics say, of decades of transportation planning and investment that focused
overwhelmingly on cars and roads, and that encouraged suburban sprawl while stinting on mass transit.
Predictably, most Miami-Dade residents are utterly dependent on the private automobile as the one way of
getting around.

“We all were built out at a time when there was less traffic and no need to control our sprawl.” said Mitchell
Bierman, a lawyer and chair of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce’s transportation committee.
“Then it got to the point we were very sprawled out and we found there were a lot more cars we ever
thought we would see, and it’s taking forever to get anywhere.”

Miami-Dade’s constrained public transit system, meanwhile, is notoriously inefficient and short in reach,
serving only a fraction of the county’s population.

‘MASS’ TRANSIT

Miami-Dade’s single, 25-mile-long Metrorail line, which stretches from Dadeland to just west of Hialeah,
was once meant to be the spine of a county-wide network financed by a half-percent sales tax approved by
voters in 2002. But most of the money went to filling in deep holes in the transit operating budget, and the
system was expanded only once — with a new spur to Miami International Airport. Though Metrorail
carries tens of thousands of passengers a day, mostly between Dadeland and downtown Miami and
ridership is rising on the companion Metromover that loops around downtown, Brickell and the Omni
district, the Metro system’s reach remains sorely limited.

The county’s bus system, with 93 routes and 824 buses, is cumbersome and unreliable, and used mostly
by people who have no other choice, either because they don’t drive or are among the 11 percent of the
county population that doesn’t own a car. The unreliability is due in part to the fact that the buses get stuck
in traffic along with everyone else, and because it’s costly and difficult to serve spread-out suburbs, experts
say.

That means that hundreds of thousands of residents of vast, low-density suburbs spreading south and
west into the Everglades who work in the county’s principal employment centers — an east-west band
stretching from Doral to Miami Beach — today have little practical recourse but to drive on a network of
overburdened highways and arterials that we can barely afford to maintain, let alone significantly expand.
Their mind-numbing commute times can now extend well beyond an hour each way.

“These are some very angry people,” said Maurice Ferre, a former Miami mayor and Miami-Dade
commissioner who sits on the MDX board and the Florida Transportation Commission.

Some numbers make the imbalance clear. There are 1.9 million registered vehicles in Miami-Dade. That’s
double the entire county population in the 1960s, when the Dolphin Expressway was built. Miami-Dade
transit serves some 360,000 people a day. The Dolphin and four other toll highways managed by the



No way out: For drivers caught in gridlock, little relief down the road | Miami Herald Miami Herald

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/traffic/article21224841.html#storylink=rss[6/3/2015 12:24:06 PM]

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority alone handle some one million vehicles a day. Fully 90 percent of
Miami-Dade commuters get to work by car.

Persuading more people to leave their cars at home has long been the goal of transit advocates. But
converting them will require transit alternatives that are convenient, comparable in out-of-pocket cost and
faster than taking the car. Advocates say the county transit system could do much more.

There’s plenty of pent-up demand for alternate transportation, they note, especially among the 20-
somethings flocking to reinvigorated urban neighborhoods like Wynwood and Brickell. In the absence of
major new transit projects, municipal officials in cities like Miami, Miami Beach, Coral Gables and
Pinecrest, among others, have taken the lead in implementing low-cost, local alternatives encouraging
mixed-use development, pedestrian- and cycling-friendly street plans and deploying the proliferating trolley
buses financed by their share of the half-percent transit tax.

Public officials and advocates are also working to convert the M-Path under the Metrorail line along U.S. 1
and an abandoned FEC rail line from Dadeland to the airport dubbed the Ludlam Trail into cycling routes
suitable for commuting or short trips by bike.

But there’s also a need for big transit improvements that can carry thousands of people across the county,
advocates say. BRT could do that, they note. So would filling in gaps in the existing system, like making it
easier for people to reach Metrorail stations without a car. That might require ensuring that buses, in
particular those serving the South Dade Busway, be coordinated to meet arriving trains at the Dadeland
South station, something that now doesn’t happen.

Bierman, who often takes Metrorail and the busway from downtown Miami to Pinecrest and Cutler Bay city
halls, where he serves as city attorney, says he’s typically forced to wait prolonged periods for the bus.

“You expect a seamless transition. It doesn’t work that way. It’s not rapid. It’s not fast enough,” he said. “If
we had a system where there is at least some heavy rail and a continuation using BRT or light rail, then
you begin to have something that looks like a system that allows people to get from place to place without
sitting for hours in traffic.”

Rail-transit advocates like Bierman are feeling hopeful for the first time in years. Elected officials, including
the mayors of Miami and Miami Beach and Miami-Dade Commissioners, are pushing hard for rail and
exploring alternative financing, including public-private partnerships like the one that built the PortMiami
Tunnel, and perhaps siphoning off toll revenue from MDX, an idea the agency is fighting.

“Everybody here sees the need for this,” Bierman said. “We need this desperately now.”

But others, like Ferre, are not sanguine. Transportation in Miami-Dade, critics say, has been hampered
because it’s planned and run by a Balkanized hodge-podge of often-competing agencies. Although the
Metropolitan Planning Organization is ostensibly in charge of coordination, Ferre said, it’s failed to
make hard decisions and lacks the power to enforce them. In any case, he argues, pursuing unafforadable
rail projects will not likely bear fruit, he says.

“Who’s the boss? How are decisions made? Tell me, what transportation solutions have been done in
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Alfredo Gonzalez was not present at board meetings for 8 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 24 meetings on record.

2012-13 to 2014-15

Absences 2

Percentage of time absent 8 percent

Meetings via phone 

Percentage of meetings via phone

Meetings attended 22

Percentage of meetings attended 92 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Carlos
Fernandez Guzman's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:39:32 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:39:00 AM EDT

Carlos Fernandez Guzman was not present at board meetings for 16 percent of the time,
according to Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 32 meetings on
record.

2011-12 to 2014-15

Absences 5

Percentage of time absent 16 percent

Meetings via phone 2

Percentage of meetings via phone 6 percent

Meetings attended 24

Percentage of meetings attended 75 percent

Not present for action 1

Percentage of meetings not present for action 3 percent
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MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Felix
Lasarte's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:40:23 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:29:13 AM EDT

Felix Lasarte was not present at board meetings for 30 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 71 meetings on record.

2006-07  to 2013-14

Absences 21

Percentage of time absent 30 percent

Meetings via phone 5

Percentage of meetings via phone 7 percent

Meetings attended 44

Percentage of meetings attended 62 percent

Not present for action 1

Percentage of meetings not present for action 1 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Gonzalo
Sanabria's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:38:09 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:37:17 AM EDT

Gonzalo Sanabria was not present at board meetings for 10 percent of the time, according
to Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 72 meetings on record.

2005-06 to 2013-14

Absences 7

Percentage of time absent 10 percent

Meetings via phone 7

Percentage of meetings via phone 10 percent

Meetings attended 58

Percentage of meetings attended 80 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Gus
Pego's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:38:22 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:37:31 AM EDT

Gus Pego was not present at board meetings for 13 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 75 meetings on record.

2007-08 to 2014-15

Absences 10

Percentage of time absent 13 percent

Meetings via phone 3

Percentage of meetings via phone 4 percent

Meetings attended 61

Percentage of meetings attended 82 percent

Not present for action 1

Percentage of meetings not present for action 1 percent
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MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Jose
Hevia's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:38:40 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:38:01 AM EDT

Jose Hevia was not present at board meetings for 19 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 26 meetings on record.

2011-12 to 2013-14

Absences 5

Percentage of time absent 19 percent

Meetings via phone 7

Percentage of meetings via phone 27 percent

Meetings attended 13

Percentage of meetings attended 50 percent

Not present for action 1

Percentage of meetings not present for action 4 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote

Local 10 Investigates

Most Popular on Local10

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Home ›  News

 Site   Web

 

SPONSORED BYCan you guess
the celebrity
tattoo?

Search78° Miami
Light Rain

Home News Wx/Traffic Sports Call Christina Entertainment SoFlo TASTE That's Life Dirty Dining Contests

LocalMore Local News Investigates U.S./World Health Video Politics Cuba Money Slideshows Education Mugshots Sex Offenders
Seen on Local 10

Local 10
Investigates

The latest stories from
Local 10's investigative

team.

Articles Slideshows Videos

Coyote terrorizes west Boca Raton
communities, snatches dogs

Man fatally shot while mowing yard in
Miami Gardens

Burglary suspects busted after
showing off stolen goods in video

Hialeah woman accused of forcing
runaway into prostitution

Soldier surprises daughter at Miami
Killian Senior High graduation

Death of Wilton Manors man last week
ruled homicide

View More

Print Tweet 1

http://www.local10.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BuGD5kFpvVaG3PM-8fPmDgdAEhNS04wYAAAAQASDUwbUfOABY7Nz29a8CYMnusIfco8QQsgEPd3d3LmxvY2FsMTAuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFhaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sb2NhbDEwLmNvbS9uZXdzL21pYW1pZGFkZS1leHByZXNzd2F5LWF1dGhvcml0eS1qb3NlLWhldmlhcy1hdHRlbmRhbmNlLXJlY29yZC8zMzA1NTUzNpgCqEbAAgLgAgDqAhcvMzQ2OC9pYnMubWlhLm5ld3MvbmV3c_gCg9IekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GhuDi8Qp8YrwbXTugw9jBxk&sig=AOD64_1FZ08zH-zLp7ke2ZCtsLlW4Dfz1w&client=ca-pub-7215962134994804&adurl=https://shapelovers.clickfunnels.com/optin3063781%3Fpath%3Dlocal10
http://www.local10.com/Local10-com-Reporter/20259076
mailto:atorres@local10.com
http://www.local10.com/news/time-mdx-board-members-were-present-at-meetings/33057120
http://www.local10.com/
http://www.local10.com/news
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BqdhCkFpvVaK3PM-8fPmDgdAEhNOvxAYAAAAQASDUwbUfOABYhNKswJICYMnusIfco8QQsgEPd3d3LmxvY2FsMTAuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFhaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sb2NhbDEwLmNvbS9uZXdzL21pYW1pZGFkZS1leHByZXNzd2F5LWF1dGhvcml0eS1qb3NlLWhldmlhcy1hdHRlbmRhbmNlLXJlY29yZC8zMzA1NTUzNpgCuBfAAgLgAgDqAhcvMzQ2OC9pYnMubWlhLm5ld3MvbmV3c_gCg9IekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GjnUTC6ri6L5fG3zp7u5DsS&sig=AOD64_229Ky_L-vtlUMfzHXRAwed4csSHg&client=ca-pub-7215962134994804&adurl=http://www.coolcenterfl.com/
http://www.local10.com/entertainment/can-you-guess-the-celebrity-tattoo/100648
http://www.local10.com/entertainment/can-you-guess-the-celebrity-tattoo/100648
http://www.local10.com/entertainment/can-you-guess-the-celebrity-tattoo/100648
http://www.local10.com/entertainment/can-you-guess-the-celebrity-tattoo/100648
http://miami.justweather.com/
http://miami.justweather.com/
http://miami.justweather.com/
http://www.local10.com/
http://www.local10.com/news
http://miami.justweather.com/
http://www.local10.com/sports
http://www.local10.com/news/call-christina/29777472
http://www.local10.com/entertainment
http://www.local10.com/entertainment/soflo-taste/31865482
http://www.local10.com/thats-life
http://restaurantinspections.local10.com/
http://www.local10.com/contests
http://www.local10.com/station
http://www.local10.com/station
http://www.local10.com/news/news-archive/4023484
http://www.local10.com/news/investigates
http://www.local10.com/news/nationalnews/1717236
http://www.local10.com/news/health/1717022
http://www.local10.com/news/video/1717252
http://www.local10.com/news/politics/1895020
http://www.local10.com/news/cuba/32400374
http://www.local10.com/news/money/1717308
http://www.local10.com/news/slideshows/4035826
http://www.local10.com/news/education/2555914
http://mugshots.local10.com/
http://sexoffenders.local10.com/
http://www.local10.com/news/Seen-on-Local-10/17888702
http://www.local10.com/news/investigates
http://www.local10.com/news/investigates
http://www.local10.com/news/investigates
http://www.local10.com/news/coyote-terrorizes-west-boca-raton-communities-snatches-dogs/33354410
http://www.local10.com/news/coyote-terrorizes-west-boca-raton-communities-snatches-dogs/33354410
http://www.local10.com/news/man-gunned-down-outside-miami-gardens-home/33359034
http://www.local10.com/news/man-gunned-down-outside-miami-gardens-home/33359034
http://www.local10.com/news/bragging-burglary-suspects-nabbed-after-showing-off-stolen-goods-in-video/33339648
http://www.local10.com/news/bragging-burglary-suspects-nabbed-after-showing-off-stolen-goods-in-video/33339648
http://www.local10.com/news/hialeah-woman-accused-of-forcing-runaway-into-prostitution/33357942
http://www.local10.com/news/hialeah-woman-accused-of-forcing-runaway-into-prostitution/33357942
http://www.local10.com/news/soldier-surprises-daughter-at-miami-killian-senior-high-graduation/33341604
http://www.local10.com/news/soldier-surprises-daughter-at-miami-killian-senior-high-graduation/33341604
http://www.local10.com/news/death-of-wilton-manors-man-last-week-ruled-homicide/33357568
http://www.local10.com/news/death-of-wilton-manors-man-last-week-ruled-homicide/33357568
http://www.local10.com/most-popular/most-popular-articles/15599222
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536&text=Miami-Dade%20Expressway%20Authority%3A%20Jose%20Hevia%27s%20attendance%20record%20%7C%20News%20-%20Home&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536&text=Miami-Dade%20Expressway%20Authority%3A%20Jose%20Hevia%27s%20attendance%20record%20%7C%20News%20-%20Home&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536&text=Miami-Dade%20Expressway%20Authority%3A%20Jose%20Hevia%27s%20attendance%20record%20%7C%20News%20-%20Home&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.local10.com%2Fnews%2Fmiamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record%2F33055536


Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Jose Hevia's attendance record | News - Home

http://www.local10.com/news/miamidade-expressway-authority-jose-hevias-attendance-record/33055536[6/3/2015 3:50:51 PM]

Quick Clicks

 

Copyright 2014 by Local10.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.

Comments
The views expressed are not those of this company or its affiliated companies. Please note by clicking on
"Post" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms Of Service and the comment you are posting is in
compliance with such terms. 

blog comments powered by Disqus

ADVERTISEMENT

    

Set Local 10 as Homepage | Back To Top | Search

Partners:  

© 2015 WPLG - Miami  |  WPLG Online Public File | Privacy Policy  |  Terms of Use  |  RSS

 Features

Drivers upset over toll increases in Miami-

Dade County

Download the FREE Restaurant
Inspections app

Mugshots Download Our FREE App! Sex offenders in your
neighborhood

Education essentials

Email Alerts RSS News Feed Live Streams Slideshows Video

https://www.facebook.com/WPLGLocal10
https://www.facebook.com/WPLGLocal10
https://twitter.com/WPLGLocal10
http://disqus.com/
http://disqus.com/
http://www.local10.com/Sign-Up-for-Email-Newsletters-Alerts/29388556
http://www.local10.com/rss
http://www.local10.com/news/slideshows/4035826
http://www.local10.com/news/video/1717252
http://www.local10.com/-/1717430/8982658/-/cm1bpd/-/index.html
http://www.local10.com/Search/Search-Landing/16991254
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/wplg
http://www.local10.com/3989770
http://www.local10.com/terms-of-use/3981532
http://www.local10.com/rss
http://www.local10.com/news/drivers-upset-over-toll-increases-in-miamidade-county/33074148
http://www.local10.com/news/drivers-upset-over-toll-increases-in-miamidade-county/33074148
http://www.local10.com/news/drivers-upset-over-toll-increases-in-miamidade-county/33074148
http://www.local10.com/news/Download-the-Local-10-Restaurant-Inspections-app/17853274
http://www.local10.com/news/Download-the-Local-10-Restaurant-Inspections-app/17853274
http://www.local10.com/news/Download-the-Local-10-Restaurant-Inspections-app/17853274
http://mugshots.local10.com/
http://mugshots.local10.com/
http://www.local10.com/news/local-10-news-app-available-for-mobile-devices/3082720
http://www.local10.com/news/local-10-news-app-available-for-mobile-devices/3082720
http://sexoffenders.local10.com/
http://sexoffenders.local10.com/
http://sexoffenders.local10.com/
http://www.local10.com/thats-life/education-essentials/27002946
http://www.local10.com/thats-life/education-essentials/27002946
http://www.local10.com/Sign-Up-for-Email-Newsletters-Alerts/29388556
http://www.local10.com/rss
http://www.local10.com/news/slideshows/4035826
http://www.local10.com/news/video/1717252
http://www.lakana.com/
http://www.cnn.com/


Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Louis Martinez's attendance record | News - Home

http://www.local10.com/news/miamidade-expressway-authority-louis-martinezs-attendance-record/33055326[6/3/2015 4:03:24 PM]

MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Louis
Martinez's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:40:09 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:39:23 AM EDT

Louis Martinez was not present at board meetings for 22 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 77 meetings on record.

2007-08 to 2014-15

Absences 17

Percentage of time absent 22 percent

Meetings via phone 5

Percentage of meetings via phone 6 percent

Meetings attended 53

Percentage of meetings attended 69 percent

Not present for action 2

Percentage of meetings not present for action 3 percent
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Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Maritza
Gutierrez's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:39:19 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:38:31 AM EDT

Maritza Gutierrez was not present at board meetings for 7 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 111 meetings on record.

2004-05 to 2014-15

Absences 8

Percentage of time absent 7 percent

Meetings via phone 5

Percentage of meetings via phone 5 percent

Meetings attended 98

Percentage of meetings attended 88 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Maurice
Ferre's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:37:17 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:36:20 AM EDT

Maurice Ferre was not present at board meetings for 13 percent of the time, according to Miami-Dade
Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 112 meetings on record.

2004-05 to 2014-15

Absences 14

Percentage of time absent 13 percent

Meetings via phone 7

Percentage of meetings via phone 6 percent

Meetings attended 91

Percentage of meetings attended 81 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Norman
Wartman's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:37:53 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:36:59 AM EDT

Norman Wartman was not present at board meetings for 2 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 59 meetings on record.

2007-08 to 2013-14

Absences 1

Percentage of time absent 2 percent

Meetings via phone 4

Percentage of meetings via phone 7 percent

Meetings attended 54

Percentage of meetings attended 91 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Rick
Rodriguez Pina's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:39:49 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:39:15 AM EDT

Rick Rodriguez Pina was not present at board meetings for 8 percent of the time, according
to Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 24 meetings on record.

2012-13 to 2014-15

Absences 2

Percentage of time absent 8 percent

Meetings via phone 1

Percentage of meetings via phone 4 percent

Meetings attended 21

Percentage of meetings attended 88 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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MIAMI -

Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Robert
Holland's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:40:41 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:39:28 AM EDT

Robert Holland was not present at board meetings for 25 percent of the time, according to
Miami-Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 112 meetings on record.

2004-05 to 2014-15

Absences 28

Percentage of time absent 25 percent

Meetings via phone 22

Percentage of meetings via phone 20 percent

Meetings attended 62

Percentage of meetings attended 55 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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Miami-Dade Expressway Authority: Shelly
Smith Fano's attendance record
Author: Andrea Torres, Local10.com Reporter, atorres@local10.com
Published On: May 17 2015 10:37:33 PM EDT   Updated On: May 18 2015 10:36:49 AM EDT

Shelly Smith Fano was not present at board meetings for 11 percent of the time, according to Miami-
Dade Expressway Authority attendance records. There were 76 meetings on record.

2007-08 to 2014-15

Absences 8

Percentage of time absent 11 percent

Meetings via phone 7

Percentage of meetings via phone 9 percent

Meetings attended 61

Percentage of meetings attended 80 percent

ATTENDANCE CHART: Board members present during 3-19-13 vote
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